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Tu E word Patriotiſm, in its proper application, 
denotes a love for. our country, uncorrupted by 
private and ſelfiſh conſiderations. With this ſa- 
cted word before me, I now write z upon the idea, 
that in a ſeaſon of general danger, no good Citi» 
zen ſhould withhold his aſſiſtance from the pub 
lic. When the enemy are at our gates, it is not 
à time for any man to fit. with his hands before 
him. He that cannot fight for his country, max 
pray for. it, or write for it. And when, as Chriſt- 
ians, we conſider, that the battle is not to the 
ſtrong, but that it is that Being, who W 
B | N 
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all the kingdoms of the earth, who can alone ſet 
ar-novght the devices of our adverſaries; it is 
concluded, that the aſſiſtance of the contem- 
plative man will not, on the preſent occaſion, be 
deſpiſed. In that character I addreſs you. And 
to preyent ill-founded prejudice from leſſening 
the effect which might - -otherwiſe be produced 
upon your minds, I ſet out, as my worthy pre- 
deceſſors in this way of writing, the Author of 
« Reform or Ruin,” and the Biſhop of Landaff 


have done before me; with declaring the indepen- 
dence of my ſituation, and the ſincerity of my in- 


tention. 


I can ſay with the former, that I have neither 
place nor penſion: that I never was at Court, and 
it is probable, ſhall never go there: That, I 
neither know the Miniſters, nor thoſe wh oppoſe 
them. perſonally I mean: for in chat ſenſe, my 
only acquaintance ch them is from their reſem- 
blance to their heads in the Print- eps. 1 can- 
not; indeed, ſay with the latler, „ That I am 
hither che friend nor enemy of any party in the 
fate. In the critical tes in which we live; 
foch 2 declaration cohveys'to my mind "a ſenſe of 
pPoktieal indifference, which, thank God, I do 
hot frel: At He Side time therefore, that give 
the Biſhdp'credit for many parts of his addreſs; 
** * productive of de deſired 

effect, 


1 


effet, I muſt nevertheleſs declare myſelf to be a 
friend to that Party, whoſe object appears to be 
the preſervation of the Conſtitution of my coun- 
try. Such I underſtand, to be the profeſſed ob- 
ject of our preſent Governors. It is true, 1 
may be miſtaken; ſor I pretend not to be 4 
Politician. But it has been ever my rule to givg 
men credit for what they profeſs, when there are 
no appearances ſufficiently ſtrong to ** a con, 
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for ce Charity chinketh no evil”. 


Much indeed has bees faid, from time * time, 
of the yirtues and abilities of Mr, Fox. I cannot 
ſay, that I ever heard any thing either of that 
Gentleman' s religion, or of his morality. And 
with reſpeQ to his abilities, great as they are, 
they appear to me to be of a kind not abſolutely 


neceſſary to the ſalvation of this country. Sir 


George Saville's opinion of this Gentleman was, 
te that he was by no means à man of bad princi- 
ples, nor was he indeed a man of good princi- 
ples; but a man of ng principles at all; a. man 
who by his education had been brought up as a 


Debater, to take any fide of a queſtion, and to 
have no real opinion about it; in fact; to be an 


advocate and not a judge: to raiſe doubts, and to 


ren opinions without OY any ann one 
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of his own ; a man abounding in eloquence, rather 
than in wiſdom.“ 


1 W not to ona in this caſe: Mr. 
Erſkine may; and in conſequence think fit ta 
place this Champion of Liberty, as he is called by 
the 2000 choice ſpirits who rally round his ſtand- 
ard at the Crown and Anchor, at the head of that 
ſele& band, who can alone fave this country from 
ruin. But it muſt be eloquence more powerful 
than that of Mr. Erſkine, whatever weight 1 it may 
have with others, which will convince me, that 
the man who has not managed his own private 
affairs with prudence, is the moſt proper man 
to be entruſted with thoſe of the public : This 
country, if it be to be ſaved at all, will not be 
ſaved by noiſy declaimers, whoſe chief object 
ſeems to be the drawing the multitude at their 
heels; but by wiſe, conſiderate, and determined 
ſtateſmen. How far our preſent Governors an- 
ſwer to this character I am not competent to 
judge; and if 1 were, to pronounce a judge 
ment on that ſubject, would be foreign to the de · 
ng which 1 have before me. 


1 am no further a palin than the obſer- 
vation of occurrences as they are publicly re- 
corded, has enabled nie fo to be. It is not 
my wiſh to enter into the Cabinet, or tq 
examine the ſecret ſprings by which the actions 
of 
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of public men are oft - times ſet in motion. It 


may be as well for the credit of ſome, perhaps - 
that it is not. But a plain man may judge of plain 
facts; and ſo far as thoſe facts ſpeak, he can run 
little riſk in forming ſome judgement of the 
party whom they concern. If, for inſtance, 
upon information of the Freneh having landed 
upon the ſouth coaſt, Biſhop Watfon ſhould 
meet a man galloping due north, with the view 
of hiding himſelf in ſome obſcure village amid 
the mountains in Weftmoreland, he would not 
heſitate to put him down for an errant poltroon. 
And when I ſee Mr. Fox, accompanied by his 
wordy troop, deſerting his duty in the Senate, 
at a feaſon when the ſituation of his country calls 
vpon every man for the exertion of his beſt abt 
lities, I'muſt confeſs that I form no high idea of 
this gentleman's patriotiſm. It ſtrikes me as ſome- 
thing like faying to the public, if ] am not per- 
mitted to manage the reins, the coach may 
overturn. When I follow this gentleman into the 
Crown and Anchor, the temple where the Idol 
is ſet up, and conſider the character of the wor- 
ſhippers, and attend to the licentious ſervice 
performed there; I have no doubt in my mind 
with reſpect to the politics of this gentleman, 
If he has adopted the motto, © aut Ceſar aut 
nullus,” which, as I am writing to the general 
underſtanding of my countrymen, I tranſlate by 
the vulgar phraſe of Neck or nothing.” I muſt 
; confeſs 
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confeſs that I ſee reaſon with the late celebrated 
Mr. Burke, who knew this gentleman better ain 
I do, to be afraid of him. 


His Grace of Norfolk, I underſtand, has al- 
ready Choſen a new ſovereign ; and has held out 
the Revolution in America as a pattern for imi- 
tation; the idea, I preſume, meant to be con- 
yeyed to the choſen band aſſembled at the Croun 
and Anchor. With an abundance of hereditary 
nobility poſſeſſed by his Grace, I fear that much 
hereditary - wiſdom has not been handed down to 
him. He would not otherwiſe have deſerted the 
true fountain of honour, to have paid his court 
to the Majeſty of the People; and exchanged 
the levees at St. James's, for thoſe at any other 


places of more popular rendezvous. But if the 


noble Duke has a vulgar taſte, I have no right 


to quarrel with him on that account. It was 


born with him perhaps; and on that conſider- 
ation his Grace is to be pitied. The circum- 
Nance furniſhes only one proof among many, 
that exalted dignities and - exalted minds do not 
always accompany each other, I can have no 
objection to his Grace taking Meſſrs. Tooke and 
Thelwall, perſons who have been tried for high 


* This refers to the toaſt given by his Grace, at the An- 
niverſary of Mr. Fox's Birth-day, at the Crown and 'Anchor 
Tavern.——Vide the account in the Public Papers. | 


creaſon, 


£.43 


treaſon, for his companions. I would only whiſ- 
per in his ear, that when he has ſerved their 
purpoſe, they will laugh at him for his folly ; and 
by way of reward for his ſervice, in a paroxyſm 
of democratic zeal, may perhaps pride them - 
felves in trampling his bluſhing honours in the 
mire. And upon the ſuppoſition that we are to 
be revolutionized, ſhould his Grace furvive the 
wreck of his princely fortune, and be permitted 
to float upon the ſurface of thoſe troubled waters; 

which Tha!l in ſuch caſe deluge the fair face of 
his country; unleſs this muddy © democratic 
ſtream ſhall poſſeſs the quality of purging him 
from every taint of his hereditary dignity, he 
beſt knows what will be his fenfation, when he 
feels himſelf joſtled upon the Bench of an up- 
ſtart Directory, by a Cobler. For in that chaotic 
ſtate which ſucceeds a diſſolution of Government, 
when all things are reduced to a certain level 
his Grace muſt not be ſurprized, if the Huis 


of kus preſent high office be required to give 


wuy to the more effective inſtrument of inciſion ; 


ſenatorial dignity quietly diſappeared beſors 
armed ſoldiery at the „ ee eee 
1 


me Dake of wean u detdimry ken Mara of 
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t the old Oliverian ſtyle, when the mace of 
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His Grace will, I truſt; turn this ſubject in 
his thoughts; and when be has digeſted it, he 
will do a friendly act in communicating the re- 
ſult of his reflections to his brother of Bedford. 
But let him take a convenient ſeaſon for the pur- 
poſe, aſter his Grace has paid up all his taxes, 
leſt he ſhould be in too diſcompoſed a mood to 
give attention to the leſſon. His Grace of Bed- 
ford indeed, and I congratulate him upon the 
circumſtance, has now an opportunity of making, 
amends for all :former * defalcations, by coming 
down with a handſome ſubſcription toward the 
public exigencies. And ſhould he be called upon 
to furniſh ſome. needy friends with a few rouleaux 
for the purpoſe, he will have the ſatisfaction to 
think that they might have been furniſhed _ a 
leſs honourable occaſion,”  , | 


4 3 ace of Norfolk, ee 9 has been 
miſrepreſented, and his meaning groſsly pervert- 
ed. The object which he had in view was to point 
out the probability of obtaining a Reform in Par- 

liament in a + Conſtitutions! way; and 8 


hs Grace of Bedford, eee 
us, has paid a ſurcharge for omitting'to return 25 of his 
ſervants. 


17 See in the public papers Mr. Fox's apolegy vr Ge 
Duke of Norfolk, vi ooh ler hs by Club. 


illuſtrate 


- - 


©; a 
illuſtrate his poſition, he alludes to a ſucceſsful 
event brought about by a very contrary proceſs ; 
even by a forcible reſiſtance of the Government 
of his Country. Alluſions are generally made uſe : 
of to explain more clearly the meaning of the 1 
party who adopts them, But in his Grace's lan- 
guage, they are to be underſtood as it were per 
contra ; the propriety of their application being 
to be determined by their non-reſemblance to the 
ſubje&, which they are brought to illuſtrate. But 
J have too much reſpect for dignities, to wiſh to 
diſpute the point with his Grace; 1 ſhall leave 
him therefore in quiet poſſeſſion of his chair at the 
Whig Club, where it ſeems his Grace's figurative 
language is clearly underſtood. 


\ 


Nor do I wiſh to have much more to ſay to his 
Champion. That Gentleman, I fear, has com- 
mitted himſelf too far to recede. The conduct of 
ſuch a Politician therefore is not to be argued 
againſt, ſo much as to be watched and reſiſted. 

_ His object, if I am not miſtaken in it, is under the 
fair plea of reform, to throw an additional weight 
into the popular ſcale of our Government, by 
which that well-balanced authority, which now 
conſtitutes the ſecurity and perfection of our Con- 
ſtitution, will be deſtroyed. For this change in 
our political ſyſtem, this Gentleman ſeems to be 
continually engaged in preparing the public mind, 
. 22 C by 
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K ts the principle upon which che 
evolution proceeded ; by giving us to under- 


ſtand that our Monarchy is not ſo much an bere- 
Gitary as an elefive one. But this Gentleman can- 


not be ſo compleatly ignorant of the Conſtitution 


of his | country, and of what paſſed at the Revoly- 
tion, as not to know that the convention, of which 
he boaſts, no more repreſented, in the idea of 
thoſe who compoſed it, the Sovereignty of the 
people i in 1688, than do the 2000 aſſembled under 
his direction at the Crown and Anchor ſpeak, 
thank God, the ſentiments of the people in 1798. 


That doctrine, which this Gentleman is pleaſed 


to conſider as conſticuting the baſis of the Engliſh 
Government, is not even the o Whig Doctrine ; 


but a doctrine of a ſpurious breed, which has of 
late years grown out of it; by the propagation of 


which the Revolution, inſtead of being what it 
vas intended co be, the ſource of legal hereditary 
fuccefſon, may become the parent of endleſs na- 
tional diſturbance, 


* , 
oF #1 l * 


But the people of England are wiſer | in thei 


1 generation. They do not feel flattered with a 


prerogative, which cannot be exerciſed but at the 


expegce of that ſecurity, which they enjoy under 
a ſettled. Government. They know nothing of 


- the doctrine of elected Monarchs, and wiſh to con- 
_ tinue Rrangers to that modern political abſurdity, 


L 5 which 


( it ) 
which derives the King's title to his throne cen 
the an, of the Proper. — 


Te wane De hoped indeed, that ab mes of 


Republicaniſm *, Dr. Price's fond dandling ſome 
few years * at the Revolution Society, had 
been fo effectually ſmothered by the overwhelining 


power of the great Mr. Burke, as to be paſt an 


hopes of being warmed into life, by the moſt 
ſtrenuous exertions of political friction, ad mii 
ſtered by de EE 
Wen s N e s % ei 


- 
F "Ra wo ? : 


in our oed Book” 3 mention is 
made of our Sovereign Lord the King; but I ſee 


no notice taken of our Sovereign Lords the % 


ple. I have ſeen indeed the ſtage effect produoed 


by two Kings: of Brentford ; it does well enougn 


in a play. But I have: no paſſion to ſce the effect 


produced in zeal life by two Kings of Logland 


Mr. Fox muft therefore; excuſe me, if do not 
adopt his popular language. When this popular 


A 2 nen 
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* The poſitions laid he by the aw De. Price, in his 
famous Sermon, before, the- Reyolution Society as Old 


280 


Jewry, were theſe : 
1. Thar we have a right to chooſe our own Geer. 
2. To caltiier them for miſconduct,” | 
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bleſſings of a Conſtitution, which has given them 


u. 
yernment in Utopia, he may make what ſtatute 
book he pleaſes ; but Engliſhmen, who know and 


value the Conſtitution of their country, do not 
"wiſh to have their ſtatute book one whit more re- 


9 than it is. 


dated, ould 0 popular doctrine be ad- 


mitted, it is high time for a certain great Perſon- 
age: to look ſharp about him, For whilſt thoſe 
who call themſelves Patriots, take licence to ſay 


what they pleaſe, there may be a danger of an old 
diſtinction of a King de jure, and a King de facto, 


(that is, of a rightful King, and an actual one, 
though taken in a different ſenſe from that in 
which this diſtinction was heretofore uſed), being 


revived among us: and George the 3d, by the 


grace of God (I truſt there may be yet no danger 
in applying that awful word to this ſubject), may 


be conſtrained to fic in empty and inefficĩent ma- 


jeſty in his palace, whilſt ſome noiſy demagogue 


in the plenitude of executive authority, and with 


more than imperial dignity, ſhall be enthroned 
upon the ſhoulders of a giddy, ee 
ved 4 


But Eoglihmen e will not, I truſt, Riſer * 
ſelves to be either talked or fooled out of their un 
derſtanding. They have long experienced the 


en] 


an envied pre- eminence among all civilized na- 
tions. They will ſit down therefore coolly and 
count the coſt; what they are likely to gain, 
and what to loſe, by becoming inſtruments in 
effecting the plans of diſcontented 10 ambitious 
e's 


Every rank in ſociety is called upon to bk this 
ſubject into conſideration ; more particularly that. 
aumerous one, which is moſt apt to be impoſed 
upon by ſounds, I mean the great body of the 
people; who, becauſe they are honeſt themſelves, 
and feel what true patriotiſm means, are leaſt diſ- 
poſed to ſuſpect thoſe, who make uſe of the word 
chiefly as 2 cloak. to diſguiſe dangerous deſigns. 
But whilt I am engaged in guarding my country, 
men againſt that licentious and unconſtitutional, 
language, which is now. ſo frequently made uſe, 
of, I at the ſame time feel diſpoſed to think with, 
Bp. Watſon, that the moſt reſpectable of chef, 
who ſo loudly clamour againſt Government, thill, 
mean well to their country, However miſtaken, 
in principle, however defective in judgment, 1 
can never think ſa meanly of them, as to ſuppoſe 
that they would wiſh to carry on any plan, for the 
melioration of the Conſtitution; weder the W 
of kene Directory. | 
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Ar the fame time I ſay, becauſe I ka, that 
there is a dark, ſedarian, republican ſpirit now 
working in this country, hke a mole unſeen, whoſe 
object it is fo to undermine the ground upon which 
the Conſtitution ſtands, that in the fulneſs of time 
it may ſink into utter ruin; a fpirit of the true old 
Oliverian ſtamp, which would ſcruple not to make 
uſe of any means, whether Fngliſh or French, 
that promiſed to carry their nefarious purpoſe into 
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Alas! alas! poor Old England; the pride and 
envy of this weſtern world! What from thy 
Suacks in Divinity, and thy Quacks in Politics; 
who agree preciſely in one pofnt, that of ſpeaking 
evil of dignities, and affecting to be wiſe above 
what is written, it is to be feared. © the ſons of 
Conſtitutional Freedom, the true lovers of Reli- 
gion, Order and Government, do not ſtand firtn 
upon their ground, that neither Church nor State 
will long be found · within thy borders. May the 
valour of the loyal, and the wiſdom of the wiſe, 
defend us from an event, which will leave to En- 
e ein in _ world, worth Prot yg 


— ur that — redo as ae 
inadvertently drawr- me aſtray from my original 
deſign. I will immediately return to it, again re- 
minding you, as has been already obſerved, that 

the 


C2573 
the ruin of this country can be effected by politĩ · 
cal reform alone. Much indeed has been faid 
upon this ſubject from time to time. But if it 
had been viewed more in a Chriſtian than in a 
Political light, ſomething might perhaps have 
been effected. The Bible would have told our 
State Critics, that the Reform wanted in this 
country, is not ſo much a reform in this or that 
branch of the Legiſlature, as a reform” of prin+ 
ciples and practices in every claſs of the eommu - 
nity, Let thoſe therefore, who declaim fo loudly 
upon this ſubject, turn their thoughts inward upon 
themſelves. Conſidering that the Reform of a 
nation. is but the aggregate reformation of its 
component individuals, let every one begin the 
work at home. We may in ſuch caſe hope to ſee- 
better days. The ſpirit of Chriſtianity being re- 
vived among us, the general tone of morals in 
the community will be raiſed ; and we ſhall no 


longer be that corrupt and unprincipled ye 
which we are at prefene. . 


i4 


But 1 fear to enlarge upon chis important ſub⸗ 
ject, becauſe it has been already handled in a late 
excellent pamphlet ®, which every man would do 
well to read. The ſubject of Reform is mention- 
ed yy" becauſe a reſolution to carry it into effect 
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eonſtitutes the ground work, upon which all hope 
of ſucceſs in our preſent national exertions muſt 
be built. The rich man may ſubſcribe his wealth, 
and the mighty man put forth his valour, bur it is 
upon the exertions of the Clergy, that the ſalva- 
tion of this country maſt chiefly depend. If the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity can be revived, the 
Church will ſtill be ſuffered to remain among us; 
and together with it, the moſt aſſured protection of 
that Divine Being who is the head of it. In ſuch 
caſe, our enemies will fall before us ; and dropping 
their preſent infulting language, will in ſhame and 
confufion, be conftrained to acknowledge, that 
« This great nation is a wife and underſtanding 


But as God, generally ſpeaking, effects his de- 
figns by the inſtrumentality of human means; it 
becomes Engliſhmen, at the ſame time that they 
are looking up to that Divine Being for the ſuc- 
ceſs of their undertakings, ftrenuouſly to make 
uſe of thoſe means with which they are furniſhed, 
and which, under Heaven, are alone calculated 
to enſure it. As Engliſhmen, we poſſeſs that na- 
tional dignity of character, that will not ſuffer us to 
ſtoop to the yoke of ſlavery. A proud, a cruel, an 
infulting foc is now prepating to put it on our 
necks. If we will tamely ſubmit to it, the ſpirit 
of our forefathers muſt indeed be departeꝶ from 

: us, 
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us ; we have but to lift up our arm, and this 
havghty foe will retire from the blow, becauſe he 
has often experienced the force of it to be irre- 
ſiſtible. | 


The object which I have in view therefore 
vpon this occaſion, is not to divide the ſpitit of 
the nation between this party and that party; be- 
tween Miniſters and their opponents; but to call 
forth and concentrate the vigour and energy of 
the Britiſh mind to meet the preſent exigeney.— 
We are all now embarked in one bottom. All 
who love their country muſt, in the actual ſtate 
of it, unite in ſentiment. We have to deal with 
an enemy who will give no peace; and whoſe ob 
ject in continuing the war confeſſedly is the utter 
annihilation of the political importance of this 
country, Their purpoſe has been openly and re- 
peatedly declared. They are now preparing means 
to carty it into effect. Intoxicated with ſucceſs, 
nothing will ſatisfy the ambition of "this aſpitiog, 
foe, but to realize the vain dream of Louis the 
XIVth, by making the French nation the uni- 
verſal governor of Europe. The balance; which | 
heretofore poiſed the different continental Inter- 
eſts, is deſtroyed, The five arbitrary Kings of 
the Directory, in the plenitude of deſpotie autho- 
rity, now ſend but their imperial mandates to all 

ſutrounding ſtates ; and to compleat their tri- 
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uraph, Old England, hitherto the terror of the 
French nation, muſt forſooth be humbled at their 
feet, 

The queſtion, my Countrymen, is not now 
who ſhall adminiſter the affairs of Government, 
but whether we ſhall have any Government at all: 
In a word, whether we ſhall any longer exif: as 
an .independent nation---To prepare you, there- 
ſore, to weigh in a proper ſcale the cauſe which 
now calls for the moſt determined national exer- 
tion, I ſhall briefly point out to you the character 
and deſign of the enemy we have to deal with, 
together with the importance of the olyec which 
every ee has at ſtake. 


1 may. not be generally known 10 my Country- 
men, thoſe I mean to whom I am particularly 
addrefling- myſelf, that the enemy which now 
threatens our coaſt, commenced the mad career 
in which they are engaged, with the ſettled de- 
fign of deſtroying all Religion and all Govern- 
ments in the world, A few. vain ſelf. ſufficient 
men, falſely called Philoſophers, thought that 

e was. no more effectual way to immortalize 
their names, than by projecting a regular and ſyſ- 
tematic plan for the abolition of every thing, 
which, by the belt informed reaſon, had been hi- 


— i Roy It is not to be won- 
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dered at chen, that a nation, which openly pulled 
down the altars of their God, profaned his tem- 

ples, and groſsly vilified the Divine Author of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhould be prepared for the 
commiſſion of every enormity which can mark the 
character of fallen man. The conſequence has 
been that a nation, heretofore diſtinguiſhed as one 
of the moſt civilized, is now become the molt 
wild and ſavage nation in Europe. Brutality, 
murder and devaſtation, have uniformly nrarked 
their fatal progreſs. To demoliſh every exiſting 
eſtabliſhment, to annihilate order, to diſorganize 
fociety, to break aſunder every bond of civil con- 
nection, to deſtroy all property in every country 
into which their deſtructive arms and baneful 
doctrines have been carried, and to impoſe their 
own arbitrary yoke upon every people, that has not 
had wiſdom or refolution to reſiſt them ; ſuch has 
been the work in which theſe deliverers of man- 
kind, as they call themſelves, have been ſome 
time engaged. Under pretence of giving liberty, 
they have profeſfedly fl rey a ſyſtem calculated 
to reduce the nations of the earth to a more de- 
plorable ſtate Peru than has eyer woes v 
rienced in the world. 


It has been the wil of Divine Providence . 
they have hitherto ſucceeded. We bow in ſub- 
FI the diſpenſation of an all. wiſe Being. 
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_ Weknow that the wind and ſtorm fulfill his word. 
And we know, moreoyer, to our comfort, that 
HE. who ſtilleth the noile of the waves, can, when 
HE pleaſes, ſtill alſo the madneſs of the people.— 
We truſt that the ſtorm, which has been long 
ſpreading wide deſolation over the face of Europe, 
if it be permitted to reach our coaſt, will there 
ſpend its fury. 


But. to this purpoſe, my Countrymen, we muſt 
acquit ourſelves like men. The defign, which 
theſe ſons of anarchy have in view, muſt therefore, 
be conſtantly before our eyes. We mult prepare 
to meet thoſe, whoſe object it is, after having 
trampled under foot our Religion and our Conſti- 
tution, to plunder and deſolate our country. — 

This inſidious fae will come to us, as he has to 
others, with fair words and fine ſpeeches ;.'be- 
_ cauſe he knows he muſt deceive before. he can 
conquer us. With this view, the hacknied french 
terms of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity and the 
2 Rights of Man, will be ſounded in our ears ; 
terms which, when tranſlated into practice, mean 
Tyranny, Deſolation, Plunder and Confuſion, 
Should theſe deceivers be permitted to land upon 
dur coaſt, planting the tree of liberty, will con- 
ſtitute the firſt ſcene of their republican farce ; 
and ſhould Engliſhmen- be fooliſh. enough, or 
wicked — _-" 

argunc 


l 


around it, their kind deliverers will give them an 


immediate ſpecimen. of their fraternizing ſyſtem, 
by plunging a bayonet into their breaſts, and 
proceeding in the new French mode of civiliaa- 
tion, to the plunder of houſes, and the violation 
of wives and daughters. Whilſt their great and 
principal object will be, the compleat ruin of a 
country, which they have neyer yet been able ta 
conquer, 


And ans this deſolating proceſs, do you 

expect better treatment than the nations which, 
have already been fools enough to call in their 
friendly aid? Know, my fellow Countrymen, that 
for you the bittereſt draught of this republican 
cup is reſerved: and ſnould you permit it to be 
once put to your lips, depend upon it, you will 
be forced to drink it to the dregs. Should it be 


poſſible, after what you haye heard, that you can. 


have the leaſt doubt upon your minds with re- 
ſpect to the nature of French Liberty look into 
thoſe Countries, where the F . theory . 
9 to P. at 


It may be ee Wes n . f 


what has been done at Venice; Theſe propaga - 
tors of French Liberty, which in the blaſphemous 
language of modern Whigs, „ is in its ef re- 
ur cauſe to unchain the Sons of Freedom in 

this 
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this country D, —had no ſooner plundered the 


City of Venice of every thing valuable, carried 


away the ſhips of war, and ſtripped the arſenal 
of its military ſtores, than they prepared to leave 
the beggared City, in a ſtate of humbled ſtupe- 


ſaction at its fallen greatneſs, to ſome new poſ- 


ſeſſor. The ink was fcarce dry upon the deed 
which was to mark the æra of their new Conſti- 
tution, when theſe deluded converts to French 
faith, were delivered over by their plundering de- 
luders, to the unconditional dominion of one of 
the moſt arbitrary Monarchs; and the Srar of 
Vex1cE was in one ſhort month blotted from the 
. . | | | | | 


Similar would be the fate of this country, 
could the -preſent Rulers of France carry their 
wiſhes into effect. An hungry marauding foldiery 
are now returning to their home, in eager 
expectation of the bounty promiſed them at the 
end of their military career. Bankrupt France is 
not in a condition to ſtop their importunate 
craving. To ward off therefore the conſe- 
quences attendant upon the unſatisfied demands 


of a licentious ſoldiery, they are ſent as it were 


ppon a forlorn * From the Piſgah of . 


r n d e the b . See Publie 
Papers. 
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Directory, this country is pointed out to them 
as the promiſed land, which is to furniſh the re- 
ward of all their toils. Should they gain a foot- 
ing in it, we know what we have to expect. Like 
an army of devouring locuſts, they will leave no 
green thing behind them; nor will they quit the 
land, till it ſhall be reduced to that ſtate of barren- 
neſs, as to require many a long and favourable ſea- 
ſon to reſtore it to cultivation. To ſpeak without 
a figure, their object will be ſo completely to de- 
folate this country, that it ſhall not be left in a 
condition ever to riſe again to its preſent ex- 
alted ſtate of national proſperity, and political 
conſequence in Europe. With this view, in 
revenge for our many victories over them, they 
will carry away our ſhips, or deſtroy them in our 
harbours. And to prevent us from recovering, 
that envied diſtinction, the Sovereignty of the 
Seas, which they know they cannot take from 
us by fair fighting, they will do, perhaps, as 
they have done in Flanders ; they will cut down 
every oak tree in our iſland and tranſport it to 
France ; becauſe they feel that Engliſh Heart 
of Oak, under the management of Engliſh. 
Sailors, conſtitutes that firm bulwark of our na- 
tional independence, which has ever bidden them 
proud defiance, Conſidering, moreover, that 
this nation is an hive of bees, induſtriouſly em- 
ployed jn gathering ſweees from every corner 
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of the globe, their next object will be, after 
kaving overturned this hive and plundered its 
contents, if poſſible; ſo to deftroy its texture, 
chat it ſhall never be fit for uſe again. They 
have already ſucceeded ſo far as almoſt to prevent 
every nation from dealing with us. And ſhould 
they once attain that deſired object of cheir 
ambition, the maſtery of the ſeas, the ſun of 
England will be ſet to rife no more. When our 
commerce ſhall be at the mercy of an haughty 
and imperious rival, the queſtion will no longer 
be, how far the induſtry of this country may be 
carried; but, alas! how far the fruits of it nay 
* * to > be enjoyed. 


In this condition of chings, when dur com- 
merce is impeded, and the enterprize of our 
metchants checked, our manufactures muſt of 
courſe experience a proportionate decline, Un- 

der ſuch circumſtances, the whole ſcale of life 
will be lowered among us; F and thoſe who, 
though comparatively poor, yet can with — 8 
try, in conſequence of an extended commerce, 
maintain their families in comfort, muſt become 
poorer; and every man in his ſituation be con- 

tent to bear his mare of that general calamity, 
with which this boaſted progreſs of French free- 

ous al have N this pr 2 
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Having thus pointed out to you the character 
and deſign of the enemy whom we have to deal 
with, and the great intereſt which Engliſhmen 
have at ſtake, I proceed to ſay a ſhort word on 
our preſent actual condition; that you may not 
be tempted to throw away realities, in fooliſhly 
catching after ſhadows.— I was well, I would be 
better, I rook phyſic, and died.” Let *Engliſh- 
men well conſider this. 6 QED | 


Theoretical perfection is ofttimes but the pre- 
lude to practical oppreſſion. We are in actual 
poſſeſſion of the beſt religion and beſt Govern< 
ment in the world, Theſe ineſtimable bleſſings 
are to be continued to us only by firmneſs; tem- 
perance and perſeverance in the Conſtitution 
facred and civil which now is. Be it obſerved; 
moreover, that the ſtability of our Conſtitution is 
the only ſtability of all PRopertY Pur * | 
pile." 2 POL oe tet 175090 . 


We objeft rior to Reform; een & es; 
but we object, ſtrongly object, to thoſe 0 ck 
undertake ir. When by the word more is meant 
than meets the ear, every wiſe man will be upon 
his guard againſt it. We feel ourſelves well as 
we are. Thus circuinſtanced, it would be a 
ſpecies of madneſs to put our Conſtitution under 
a ſevere regimen, the effe& of 'which we cannor 
* E fore» 
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foreſee, and may live only to lament. Let theſe 
would-be-reformers but leave us in quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of the choice fruit of our forefathers' 
wiſdom, and we will not envy them their full re- 
paſt upon the dry huſks of modern freedom in 


France. 


The pure doctrine of the Goſpel is no where to 
be found in a more perfect ſtate than among us. 
The law of the land is, what it ought to be, no 
relpeQer . of perſons. The houſe of the poor 
man is as much his caftle, as the more ſtately 
edifice of the rich man is his. Neither tyranny 
nor oppreſſion can with juſtice be complained of 
in a country, where the road to honour is open to 
all ranks. in ſociety, and where the pooreſt man, 
provided he be an induſtrious one, may eat -a$ 
ET we en PAP; irn 

We — 45 ſaid, indeed, about ea 
But I believe thoſe who make the greateſt noiſe 
vpon this ſubject would, if called upon, be ar 
ſome loſs to point them out. Murmurers there 


always will be: and thoſe who are diſcontented 


theraſelves, becauſe they have not all they want, 
wiſh to make the body of the people diſcontented 
alſa,; that through their means they may attain 
A Ro b cd 
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We hear much talk alſo about liberty. It is 
a captivaring ſound, and we are apt to be im- 
poſed upon by it. But the natural man may have 
too much of it. If this ſubje& was fairly tried, 
either by the laws of God or man, I am inclined 
to think, it would be found that ſuch was not far 
from being the caſe with us at preſent. | 


But proviſions are dear; trade is dead; manu- 
factures are at a ſtand; it is with difficulty that 
our families are maintained; we cannot be worſe 
off if the French ſhould come. Such is occa- 
ſionally the language of ſome of our common 
people. I have been grieved to hear it, becauſe 
I am ſorry to think that there can be any of my 
countrymen ſo totally unpoſſeſſed of wiſdom.— + 
But I would beg theſe thoughtleſs perſons to 
conſider, that if proviſions are now dear, as they 
unqueſtionably are, will the landing of two hun- 
dred thouſand hungry Frenchmen in this coun- -- 
try, who will deſtroy ten times the quantity which 
they devour, make them cheaper? If trade 1s 
dead, and manufactures at a ſtand, will tae' ad- 
miſſion of an enemy among us, whoſe principal 
object it is to deſtroy both, make matters better? 
The dearneſs of proviſions, the deadneſs of 
trade, the ſtoppage of manufactures, are tem- 
porary evils, and the unavoidable conſequences of 
| war, Support the character of Engliſhmen, and 
| E 2 deſtroy 
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deſtroy thoſe enemies, who will otherwiſe moſt 
aſſuredly deſtroy you, and all the evils, of which 
you now complain, will gradually vanifh, 


But to theſe real evils do not add imaginary 

ones, by ſuffering yourſelves to be perſuaded, 
that you are leſs free and happy than you are; 
and thereby be led to complain of grievances 
which you do not feel. You are perhaps in a low 
þ x condition of life. But do you think you can find 
any country in the world where all are rich, and 
none poor? Believe me, if you could, it-would 
be but a very uncomfortable country to live in. 
Remember, that it is God, who has appointed the 
different ranks in ſociety ; and chat the welfare of 
mankind depends upon the duties of each being 
properly diſcharged. Any attempt, under an 
imaginary idea of improvement, to diforganize 
that ſyſtem of moral Government, which God 
has eſtabliſhed in the world, is to fight againſt 

| God; and the attempt will never fail to be ac- 
companied with the confuſion, and conſequent de- 
ſtruction, of all who are mad enough or weak 


enough to engage in it. 
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Inequality of n in ſociety there ever 
muſt be, whilſt God ſhall think fit to diſtribute 
his talents unequally. That democratic ipſagity 
en. as it has been properly called, which 

would 
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would equalize all property, and level all diſ- 
tinctions in civil ſociety, is what, I truſt, my 
countrymen will never be infected with. Ag 
Chriſtians, let it be ſufficient for your comfort, 
that, ſo far as that character is concerned, God 
is no reſpecter of perſons; Heayen being as open 
to the poor man as it is to the rich one. If your 
thoughts, indeed, are confined to this world, you 
may with the worldly be intent only upon better- 
ing your condition. But to what country will you 

go for that purpoſe? In what country is there ſa 
—_ attention paid to the. poor as in that in 
which you live? Where do they conſticute ſuch 
an important claſs i in ſociety? Where will you 
find a national proviſion made for them in caſes 
of ſickneſs, and old age, and numerous families, 
at the expence of millions to the community, 
under, the title of the Poor Rate? In conſe- 
quence of which charitable eſtabliſhment, every 
man may comfort himſelf, that however low he 


may be reduced in life, yet, thank God, in Eng- 


land, he cannot ſtarve. In what ether country in 
Europe will you find ſo many laudable eſtabliſh- 


ments, for promoting the health of che body, 
and the ſalyation of the ſoul, as are mag 


in this favoured land ? 


| 1 word, in what country does the ſpirit of 
Chriſianic, which teaches us to bear the bur- 
dens 


CS) 

dens of our fellow-creatures, operate more 
powerfully than in the country in which you 
live? I will mention but one inftance, but that 
. a ſtriking one. In what country but your own 
would three thouſand perſecuted exiled Prieſts, 
of a religion hoſtile to our own, and of a na- 
tion now engaged in a deſtructive war againſt 
us, be received into the arms of ſympathizing 
humanity, and maintained for years, amid all our 
diſtreſs, at the annual expence of more than half 
a million? And is this a country to be def- 
piſed? Would you wiſh to exchange it for 
France, with all its boaſted freedom ? 


We know what freedom, what equality of 
power among the citizens, what fraternity, what 
comfort, what happineſs, and what ſecurity 
France has offered and given to all countries, who 
have eirher bowed 8 or have been ſub- 
jected to her tyranny.” And would you wiſh to 
groan under the ſlavery of imperious demagogues, 
' whoſe word conſtitutes the only law? Or do 

you flatrer yourſelves, that after this haughty 
| foe ſhall have been permitted to deſolate your 
country, and thereby dry up the ſource of your 
preſent national proſperity, that they will leave 
you more free and happy than the miſerable in- 
habitants of France now are? Will the French 
* who would perfuade you that they are 


coming 
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coming here upon the charkable buſineſs of re« 
dreſſing the grievances of, what they are pleaſed 
to call, an injured and enſlaved nation; will they, 
think ye, relieve all the diſtreſs that muſt neteſ- 
farily be entailed upon their reforming proceſs ? 
When by deſtroying our commerce, and putting 
a ſtop to our manufactures, they ſhall have ren- 
dered the eſtates of the country no longer able to 
bear the burden of an unemployed ſtarving peo- 
ple, will theſe propagators of French liberty ſup- 
ply the deficiency of the Poor Rates, to which, 

in the worſt of events, you now look for ſup- 
port? In a word, will they who have ſtarved 
their own countrymen, feed you, when in conſe- 
quence of the general diſtreſs brought upon your 
country, you ſhall no longer be in a condition to 
feed yourſelves ? 0 85 
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My countrymen, I am perſuaded, haye too 
much underſtanding to think they will; and 
when they conſider, that the common people of 
England have more conſequence, and, provided 
they are ſober and induſtrious, more comfort and 
happineſs, than the common people i in any other 
wiſdom to ſubject ing to "the trial : they 
will not conſequently be impoſed upon by fair 
ſpeeches, but will be prepared to give __ the 
reception which they deſerve, WE: "of 
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" Aker ſuch a ſtatement, which leaks” 7 
think, plain Engliſh to the plaineſt underſtand- 
ing, few more words will be neceſſary. You 
baye been made acquainted with the character 
of your enemy. You have heard what deſola- 
tion has been ſpread over every country, whoſe 
inhabitants have been weak enough to receive 
that enemy as their deliverer. You have heard 
his threats, and what are his immediate deſigns 
agaiaft this country. You have heard that the 
utmoſt vengeance is in reſerve for England: 
and that nothing ſhort of its complete effec. 
tion, will ſatisfy the pride and ambition of this 
cruel, envious and relentleſs foe. You know at 
the ſame time the advantages of which, as a na- 
tion, you are in actual poſſeſſion. You well 
know therefore what you have to loſe, 


"Fo Ezelifhaen, 1 ſhould hope, I ſcarce need 
by. more: The cauſe, in which our enemies are 


engaged, is a deſperate one. Our reſiſtance of it 
muſt alſo be deſperate, or our importance as a 


. nation is loſt, The people who are coming 


againſt us, are the declared enemies both of God 
and 2 They have taken up arms againſt 


| Religion, Order and Government; and all Eu- 


rope is on the point of ſinking under their deſo- 
lating tyranny. It is for the people of this na- 
tion, under the favour of that Divine Being, 

« who 


" GN 
tt who brihgeth to nought the counſels of the 
Heathen, and maketh the devices of the people 
of none effect, to ſtop the progreſs of this Anti- 
Chriftian plague; and to become thereby, in 
God's hands, the ſaviours of ſuffering humanity. 
But to this purpoſe, the ſpirit of a great nation 
muſt be called forth. Our pious Sovereign is 
prepared to ſhew the example. In imitation of 
good King Hezekiah, he has carried his com- 
plaint into the Temple, and ſpread it before the 
Lord. This done, he has declared his determi- 
nation to abide the iſſue of the event; and to ſtand: 
or fall by his people. And they - muſt be the 
baſtards, not the ſons of Engliſhmen, who do not 
feel themſelves ready to ſtand or fall by their 
King. | | FEES: 21 a 


We have heard the threats of a gaſconading 
and inſulting ſoe. But we feel not appalled. Our 
ſoldiers are brave and loyal. They have been 
weighed in the balance and found ſterling. Our 
ſailors have recovered their national character. 
Let the body of our people but prove true to 
themſelves, and under God we have nothing to 
fear. Our confidence will be our ſtrength; and 
our enemies ſhall fall before us. 
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To this end it muſt be remembered, that the 
object, the undiverted object, of France is the 
overthrow of England; and that whilſt thoſe 
French principles, which have proved the curſe 
of every country that has been ſo mad as to re- 
ceive them, remain in force, there can be no peace 
for the world. It muſt be conſidered therefore, 
and as Chriſtians it is with grief we ought to 
conſider it, that the enemy coming againſt us, is 
no common enemy, to whom the generoſity of a 
victor ſhould be extended; but an armed ban- 
ditti, who have burſt aſunder the ſacred bonds 
of religion and humanity, and whoſe object it is 
to plunder, murder. and deſtroy. Reduced to 
fight with ſuch an enemy, the eye muſt not pity, 
nor the arm ſpare. The coaſt, upon which they 


hall dare to land, muſt be their grave. Nor 


muſt any be permitted to return to tell the fatal 
ſtory “ So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord! 
For they have conſulted together with one conſent, 
and are confederate againſt. Thee. They have 
ſaid, Come and let us cut them off from being a 
nation, 1 may be no 
mote in remembrance,” 


o LORD 


( 35 ) 
O Lob God, Thou God unto whom merey 
belongeth, who haſt ſaid by the mouth of thy Pro- 
phet, that © at what inſtant Thou ſhalt ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to 
pluck up, to pull down, and to deſtroy ; if that 
nation againſt whom thou haſt pronounced, turn 
from their evil, Thou wilt repent of the evil that 
Thou thoughteſt to do unto them: look down, we 
beſeech Thee, upon a people now humbled before 
Thee. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, 
and the iniquity of our Fathers, for we have ſinned 
againſt Thee. Yet Thou Lord art in the midſt of 
2 we are called by thy name, Oh leave us 
- Remember not againſt us our manifold 
3 but let thy tender mercies ſpeedily 
prevent us. Help us, O God of our Salvation, 
for the glory of thy name, deliver us and purge 
away our ſins for thy name's ſake. Turn 
us again, O Lord God of Hoſts; cauſe thy 
face to ſhine upon us, and we ſhall be ſaved. 
Speak but the word, O Lord, and that 
troubled ſea, which having burſt its banks, 
has been ſpreading wide deſolation, ſhall be 
huſhed into a calm.——-Our Fathers hoped in | 
Thee, they truſted in Thee, and were not con- | 
founded. We, their children, look up in hope | 
to the ſame rock of defence. 'O God, Thou 1 
art our God, caſt us not off, we beſeech Thee, 
F 2 although, 
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5 | although, alas! we are not worthy to be called 
x thy people. 

þ 8 

1 . But, Lord, we conſider that the ways of man 


are under thy direction, and that human events 
tend but to the accompliſhment of thy Divine 
will. In confidence, therefare, that Thou art 
the God that canſt bring good out of evil, 
we look up to Thee in our preſent diſtreſs. — 
Grant, we beſeech Thee, that the noiſe of war 
ſounding around us may rouſe a nation now 
ſleeping, as it were, in the arms of luxury, diſ- 
ſipation and vice: That our princes, our nobles, 
our prieſts and our people weighing them - 
ſelves in the balance of the ſanctuary, may, 
each for himſelf, conſider how far he, as an in- 
dividual, has been acceſſary to the calamity of 
his country: That this nation, from the leaſt to 
the greateſt, may turn unto Thee in newneſs of 
life, and in a diligent uſe of thoſe means of 
grace, which can alone lead to a reconcilia- 
tion with their God. 


And if thoſe, who feel themſelves preſſed 
down with the weight of their own ſins, may 
_ preſume to pray for others, look down, O Lord, 
ve beſeech Thee, with an eye of pity, upon that 
wild and infatuated people, whom Thou haſt 
permitted 


— 


& = * „ 
FF, #5 a... 4 


permitted to become the ſcourge of every ſur- 
rounding nation. Let the light of thy truth, 
which has long been - baniſhed from among 
them, again ſhine forth upon their land ; that 
the inhabitants of it, returning into the way 6f 
peace, may be humbled in the duſt before thy 
Divine Majeſty ; and dropping that arm of proud 
defiance, which they have dared to liſt againſt 
Heaven, may learn this Chriſtian leffon, that jt 
is neither mad conqueſt, nor vain triumph, but 
righteouſneſs alone, that exalteth a, nation. 
Hear this our imperfe& prayer, O _ merciful 
Lord God, ve moſt humbly beſcech Thee,, for 
Jeſus“ fake. AMEN. e o# Lo; abt 
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